The role of the midwife when the pathology report states your pregnant client has bacterial vaginosis.
Bacterial vaginosis (BV) has been associated with preterm labour, preterm prelabour rupture of membranes and preterm birth. Organisms in high concentrations in BV may ascend from the vagina into the uterine cavity causing infection. Many factors may change the vaginal pH and microflora increasing the risk of BV, and midwives need to recognise signs and symptoms of BV. The vaginal pH is a useful tool for BV screening. Midwives may play a future role in pH testing, especially in pregnant women at high risk, for example, those with a previous preterm birth.